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1902, Rose Bernd, 1903, Gabriel Schillings Plucht (GABRIEL SCHILLING'S FLIGHT), 1912, Der weisse Heiland (THE WHITE SAVIOUR), 1932, Dorothea Angermann, 1925, Vor Sonnenuntergang (BEFORE SUNDOWN), 1932, and others. Among the various motives and stylistic patterns of his work the dramas of classical content and style deserve special attention since ancient Greece and its culture symbolize Hauptmann's second spiritual home. Already in his early epic Promethidenlos and in his travel book Griechischer Prilhling (SPRINGTIME IN GREECE), 1908, we feel his enthusiasm for the land of Homer and Pericles. His noble humanism expresses itself also in a number of dramatic productions, e.g., in Der Bogen des Odysseus (THE Bow OF ODYSSEUS), 1914, and in the Atridae Tetralogy: Iphigenie in Delphi, 1941, Iphigenie in Aulis, 1944, Agamen-nons Tod (AGAMEMNON'S DEATH), and Electra, 1948.
An authorized edition of Hauptmann's works in 17 volumes, published on the occasion of his eightieth birthday, contains forty-five dramas, eighteen stories and novels, six epic poems, two autobiographical works, two volumes of poetry, and the "meditation" in lyrical prose Sonnen ( SUNS ). Some later works and numerous fragments of dramas and novels still await publication. An impressive achievement in scope and quality of a poet who, like Goethe, was fortunate to live a long and active life, and who, a modern Faust, redeemed himself through unrelenting striving.
Gerhart Hauptmann was born in 1862 in the Silesian resort town of Salzbrunn and died in nearby Agnetendorf in 1946. Thus the circle of his life opened and closed in his native province, but from here his fame spread to the farthest corners of the globe. The son of an innkeeper, he started his career as an agricultural apprentice. For a while he had the ambition of becoming a sculptor; in Jena he also studied philosophy, history, and natural science, only to recognize that his creative talent was in the field of poetry. He won the Grillparzer Prize, and in 1912, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. Also a number of honorary doctorates (Oxford, Columbia University, and others) were conferred on him. In the earlier years of his manhood he lived for a time in Berlin and Dresden. Travels led him to Italy, Greece, England, and America. Intermittently he stayed in Rapallo in Italy, and he had his summer home on the Baltic isle of Hiddensee near Riigen. But his path always led him back to Silesia, at first to his house in Schreiberhau, and later, after 1900, to Agnetendorf. There he built Haus Wiesenstein (Meadow Rock Manor), where he lived for the last forty-six years of his life, a home furnished and decorated in the most exquisite taste and famous for the cultured and warm-hearted hospitality of the poet and his musically gifted wife, Margarete. Here he spent the fateful years of the Second World War, which were to bring unspeakable destruction and misery to Germany and his Silesian home country.